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Student readers receive visit from record holder 
 

Huntington – After reading the book, “The Record Breaker” by author Laura Johnson, four students 
at Littleville Elementary School decided to meet and interview someone who had set a Guinness 
World Record. Enter retired Gateway teacher Peter DelMasto, who met with the students and brought 
the newspaper clippings of his numerous basketball feats that raised money for local charities.  
 
Connor Gendron, Zachary Mitchell, Cody Schipper and Phoenix Whitaker described the book about 
Ashrita Furman, a single person who set over 300 records for the famous Guinness Book of World 
Records, all over the world including juggling underwater! They listened attentively as DelMasto 
described his own 2-week journey he took in 1989 to set a world record for dribbling a basketball 
across Massachusetts. DelMasto turned age 35 halfway through the walk from West Stockbridge to 
Provincetown, Massachusetts, which he did to raise awareness and funds for Aids organizations. With 
organizational support from Dignilife in Springfield , DelMasto donned soccer goalie gloves (which 
were much thinner in those days) to protect his hands, gathered up “Ole Betsy”—a basketball he 
bought at KMart that endured the entire trip with him—and set a Guinness World Record that held 
for 3 years. 
 
It was just the first of several basketball endurance records DelMasto did for charity. “If I’m going to 
do something like this, it’s got to help somebody,” he told the students.  
 
His other feats included completing a 24-hour ‘shoot-a-thon’ in the mid 90’s, which ran from noon 
Saturday to noon on Sunday; an event he says was way harder than dribbling across the state; that 
event raised $600 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. He later shot 1,000 free throws to raise money 
for fuel assistance. 
 
His most emotionally difficult challenge was a benefit for a basketball friend in Great Barrington, Tarn 
Peters. “He was a wonderful basketball player. He started noticing pain and stiffness in his neck, 
which turned out to be ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease.” As Tarn’s medical bills mounted, DelMasto set 
up a free throw shooting event to collect pledges for made free throws, making 1600 of 2002 free 
throws attempted. Tarn died on Christmas Eve at home that year at the age of 43. 
 
A few years ago, DelMasto (and by now you know that he is an avid basketball fan) became inspired 
by Alonzo Mourning’s retirement from the NBA due to a life threatening kidney disease (eventually 
receiving a kidney donated by his cousin). DelMasto had considered organ donation before and 
began to do some research. In 2012, only 150 people donated a kidney to those needing one. 
According to the Living Kidney Donor Network, the waiting list for a kidney transplant has doubled in 
the last ten years; currently, there are more than 80,000 people on the waiting list. Around that time, 
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he saw a Facebook post from somebody needing a kidney. He followed up and became a live organ 
donor to Henry Edwards; both are doing well.  
 
Zach, Connor, Phoenix and Cody listened and looked through the pile of press clippings and the letter 
and certificate from the Guinness Book of World Records. They talked about the things they might do 
to set records or to just help favorite causes, like donating money for cancer research or animal 
shelters. 
 
“You don’t have to be 30 to help people,” one of the readers said. 
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Photo: Cody Schipper, Zach Mitchell, 
Peter DelMasto, Phoenix Whitaker and 
Connor Genderon met recently to 
discuss world records and good causes 
at Littleville Elementary School. 


